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Catch the bus, Ohio
A new report highlights the role that public transportation can pla\ in addressing ke\ priorities of
the state

PXEOLVKHG: MDUFK 26, 2009 - 01:30 AM

OQ WHGQHVGD\, WKH CRPPHQWDU\ PDJH IHDWXUHG D FROXPQ E\ APDQGD WRRGUXP RI PROLF\ MDWWHUV OKLR PDNLQJ WKH
FDVH IRU D ODUJHU LQYHVWPHQW RI VWDWH GROODUV LQ SXEOLF WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ. SKH GHYHORSV WKH DUJXPHQW PRUH IXOO\ LQ D UHFHQW
UHSRUW, ''CRPPLWWLQJ WR CRPPXWHUV: TUDQVLW DQG OKLR'V NHZ EQHUJ\ EFRQRP\,'' ZKLFK FDQ EH IRXQG DW
ZZZ.SROLF\PDWWHUVRKLR.RUJ. HHU SRLQWV GHVHUYH IXUWKHU DWWHQWLRQ. II OKLR ZDQWV WR WUDQVIRUP LWV HFRQRP\, SURYLQJ PRUH
DJLOH DQG SURVSHURXV, LW PXVW ILQG ZD\V WR HQKDQFH PDVV WUDQVLW.

CRQVLGHU WKH FKDOOHQJHV DKHDG, VD\, EHFRPLQJ PRUH HQHUJ\-HIILFLHQW, FUHDWLQJ MREV, FXUELQJ XUEDQ VSUDZO DQG
SURWHFWLQJ WKH HQYLURQPHQW. PXEOLF WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ SURPLVHV DGYDQFHV RQ DOO RI WKHVH IURQWV.

OQH VWXG\ IRXQG WKDW HDFK SDVVHQJHU PLOH WUDYHOHG YLD PDVV WUDQVLW \LHOGV KDOI WKH FDUERQ GLR[LGH RI WUDYHOLQJ LQ D FDU.
MRUH, SXEOLF WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ FRQQHFWV ZRUNHUV DQG MREV, SURYLGLQJ WKH QHFHVVDU\ PRELOLW\ IRU WKRVH ZRUNHUV ZLWK ORZHU
LQFRPHV. IQ PDQ\ ZD\V, PDVV WUDQVLW KHOSV WR UHYLWDOL]H PHWURSROLWDQ DUHDV, WKH FHQWHUSLHFHV RI UHJLRQDO HFRQRPLHV.

UQIRUWXQDWHO\, DV WRRGUXP PDNHV SODLQ LQ KHU UHSRUW, OKLR IDOOV VKRUW. SWDWH VSHQGLQJ RQ SXEOLF WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ KDV
GHFOLQHG 48 SHUFHQW WKH SDVW GHFDGH. AV D UHVXOW, SXEOLF WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ UHOLHV KHDYLO\ RQ ORFDO GROODUV. IQ SXPPLW
CRXQW\, YRWHUV UHFHQWO\ URVH WR WKH RFFDVLRQ, DSSURYLQJ DGGLWLRQDO UHYHQXH IRU WKH MHWUR RHJLRQDO TUDQVLW AXWKRULW\. TKH
MHWUR V\VWHP VWLOO VXIIHUV IURP QDUURZHG VHUYLFH. MDQ\ ORFDO FRPPXQLWLHV QR ORQJHU FDQ EHDU VXFK D EXUGHQ.

OKLR UDQNV 40WK LQ WKH QDWLRQ LQ WKH SHUFHQWDJH RI VWDWH WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ GROODUV VSHQW RQ PDVV WUDQVLW. IQGLDQD VSHQGV
WZLFH DV PXFK. SWDWH VSHQGLQJ LQ IOOLQRLV, MLFKLJDQ DQG PHQQV\OYDQLD IDU H[FHHGV OKLR.

THG SWULFNODQG GHVHUYHV FUHGLW IRU VHHNLQJ WR EULQJ JUHDWHU GLUHFWLRQ DQG FRPPLWPHQW WR SXEOLF WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ LQ WKH
VWDWH. HH ZDQWV WR GR D EHWWHU MRE DWWUDFWLQJ IHGHUDO GROODUV. HLV SURSRVHG UDLO VHUYLFH IURP CLQFLQQDWL WR CROXPEXV WR
COHYHODQG ORRNV PRUH SUDFWLFDO LQ YLHZ RI WKH FKDQJLQJ ODQGVFDSH LQ HQHUJ\ DQG WKH HQYLURQPHQW. YHW KLV WZR-\HDU
EXGJHW SODQ FDOOV IRU GHFUHDVHV LQ VWDWH VSHQGLQJ.

WRRGUXP WDUJHWV WKH IODZ WKH VWDWH'V DSSURDFK. PXEOLF WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ ODFNV D GHGLFDWHG IXQGLQJ VRXUFH. TKH VWDWH
FRQVWLWXWLRQ EDUV URXWLQJ UHYHQXH IURP WKH PRWRU IXHO WD[ WR SXEOLF WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ. TKXV, PDVV WUDQVLW PXVW FRPSHWH
ZLWK DQ DUUD\ RI SULRULWLHV IRU PRQH\ LQ WKH VWDWH JHQHUDO IXQG. TR EXLOG D PRGHUQ WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ V\VWHP, OKLR PXVW
DPHQG LWV FRQVWLWXWLRQ WR SHUPLW WKH XVH RI JDV WD[ UHYHQXH IRU PDVV WUDQVLW.

TKH IHGHUDO JRYHUQPHQW GHGLFDWHV 17 SHUFHQW RI LWV JDV WD[ WR SXEOLF WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ. WRRGUXP SURSRVHV WKDW OKLR SXW
WKH VKDUH RI LWV JDV WD[ DW 20 SHUFHQW. AQ DPRXQW DW WKH OHYHO ZRXOG DGYDQFH WKH VWDWH. TKH VSLNH LQ JDV SULFHV ODVW
VXPPHU SURYLGHG D ZDUQLQJ, PDQ\ VXGGHQO\ ORRNLQJ WR PDVV WUDQVLW DQG ILQGLQJ DQ LQDGHTXDWH V\VWHP. WDQW WR WXUQ
DURXQG OKLR? MDNH SXEOLF WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ SDUW RI WKH ULGH.
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