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U.S. Rep. Sherrod Brown, D-Lorain, is trying to extend a child tax credit to parents whose income falls 
below the federal requirements that would allow them to take advantage of the credit. 
            Surrounded by playing children at Lorain County Community College s child care center on Monday, Brown 
called for the Republican leadership in the House of Representatives to allow a vote on expanding the tax to cover 
those who get no credit. 
            The GOP-controlled Senate passed the measure 94-2, and President Bush has vowed to sign it.  But Brown 
thinks Bush needs to do more. 
            The president needs to lean on his fellow Texan,

 

he said. 
            Brown quoted House Majority Leader Tom DeLay, R-Texas, as saying, There s a lot of other things that are 
more important than that.

 

            Brown said DeLay s list includes a resolution congratulating the San Antonio Spurs for winning the 2003 NBA 
title and a bill renaming a Missouri post office after Walt Disney. 
            The legislation that Brown wants expanded bumped the tax credit from $600 a child to $1,000 a child.  Left out 
were families with incomes between $10,000 and $25,000. 
            Brown said the bill didn t reach 289,000 families in Ohio, of which 26,000 were from his district. 
            It s the leave-no-millionaire behind tax cut,

 

Brown said. 
            Brown also criticized the bill recently signed into law by Bush, which he said gave the average millionaire a 
$93,000 tax cut. 
            Amy Hanauer, executive director of Policy Matters Ohio, joined Brown at the news conference and said the 
exclusion of low-income families from the tax credit is typical of Republican tax policies. 
            It s part of a general trend at the federal, state and local level that shifts the tax burden onto low-income 
families,

 

she said. 
            Brown rejected GOP arguments that most of those families pay little in income taxes.  He said workers with 
small paychecks see more of their money going to Social Security than those with bigger paychecks. 
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