
The Plain Dealer 11/01/2015

© 2015 The Plain Dealer Publishing Co. All rights reserved. The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used, except with the prior written
permission of The Plain Dealer Publishing Co. 

November 2, 2015 5:45 pm / Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to %d%% from original to fit letter page


FROM THE COMMUNITY

ONLINE: Read more opinion pieces from members of the community. CLEVELAND.COM/OPINION

Heather B. Stewart: Cleveland schools, employers must offer more practical jobs-oriented training.

Howie Beigelman: Vatican II at 50 — advocacy lessons from interfaith work.

Amy Hanauer  
and Curtis Skinner

T he news that The Plain 
Dealer and Ideastream will 
be focusing on the first 

2,000 days of children’s lives had 
us cheering at Policy Matters Ohio 
and at Columbia University’s Na-
tional Center for Children in Pov-
erty. Why? Because we’ve spent 
years fighting for policies that 
invest in children, improve fam-
ily well-being, and give all young 
Ohioans brighter futures.

Our organizations together 
have released two phenomenal 
new online tools to help you bet-
ter understand the issues facing 
these littlest Ohioans. The first 
shows costs of family basic needs 
— like rent, food and child care — 
in seven Ohio communities. The 
second demonstrates how a few 
key policies affect access to these 

resources. The tools are freely 
available to policymakers, activ-
ists, journalists — and you — at 
nccp.org/tools.

We already know that many 
Ohio parents struggle to secure 
the basics kids need to grow up 
happy and healthy. More than 
590,000 Ohio children were un-
der the official poverty line based 
on earnings alone in 2014. It’s not 
that these parents aren’t in the 
work force. Even with full-time 
hours, seven of Ohio’s 12 most 
common occupations paid less 
than the meager $23,850 per year 
a family of four needed last year to 
be above the federal poverty level.

Ensuring decent jobs for par-
ents is the best way to help young 
Ohioans thrive.

Ohio is better than some states 
in this regard. Our state mini-
mum wage of $8.10 at least pulls 
a family of two above the official 

poverty line. Not so for the jobs 
that pay the paltry $7.25 federal 
minimum wage. And by allowing 
public employees to join unions, 
Ohio lets the drivers who bus us 
to work and the custodians who 
clean our kids’ schools bargain 
collectively. This means fewer 
Ohio public servants are trapped 
in poverty than in some states.

Still, families can’t get by on 
many Ohio jobs. We can help by 
putting quality health care, child-
care, pre-K, and tax credits within 
reach for working parents. The 
policies we’ve modeled show areas 
where Ohio has shown leadership 
and others where we badly lag:

 3 In breaking with some Republi-
can governors to accept Medicaid 
expansion, Gov. John Kasich sent 
a lifeline to Ohio working fami-
lies and brought billions of federal 
dollars to Ohio. That helped more 
than half a million Ohioans with 

incomes below $32,000 secure 
free health insurance in 2014, 
which is shown in our model. 
And subsidized policies under 
Obamacare help families earn-
ing up to around $95,000 a year 
secure coverage. Ohio legislators 
have recently requested waivers 
that would limit access to federal 
Medicaid dollars, which, if grant-
ed by the feds, would worsen the 
situation for families.

 3 The federal Earned Income Tax 
Credit (EITC) and Child Tax Credit 
help millions of children escape 
poverty and millions more climb 
toward the middle class. More than 
963,000 Ohioans benefit from the 
EITC alone. Some quirks in Ohio’s 
state EITC make it useless to many 
families, however. We model the ef-
fects of improving the state EITC to 
make it work better for Ohioans. 
Hard-fought improvements to the 
federal EITC are in danger of expir-
ing, something we may revise the 
model to show.

 3 Finally, our tools show how a 
universal, full-day, pre-kindergar-

ten program would benefit work-
ing families by reducing their 
child care costs. And they show 
what happens when people earn 
too much to qualify for help with 
child care, but too little to pay 
for it on their own while meeting 
other expenses.

How do policies work together? 
Take a mother, father, infant and 
preschooler. The father working 
full time in Ohio’s second most 
common job, retail sales, earns 
$21,229. With one income, the fam-
ily falls below that $23,850 poverty 
line and qualifies for tax credits and 
Medicaid. If the mother takes a full-
time cashier job earning $19,720 
(fourth most common occupation), 
the family would make just under 
$41,000 — above official poverty. 
They’d earn too much to qualify for 
child care here (41 states are more 
generous). They’d get a solid $4,000 
from state and federal tax credits 
combined. They’d lose Medicaid 
coverage but be eligible for Obam-
acare’s subsidies.

This family would also save 

thousands in child care costs if
Ohio introduced free, universal, 
quality pre-kindergarten, as other 
states are doing.

It can be difficult to imagine
how policies interact and to pic-
ture consequences for families.
Our tools help policymakers and
advocates see for themselves the 
challenges Ohio parents face — 
and why policy matters to them.

Life is complicated and raising 
kids is hard (albeit often fun). We
owe it to our tiniest neighbors
to help their parents navigate a 
tough job market and identify the
resources they need to steer their 
kids to a bright future. Policy Mat-
ters and Columbia University are
happy to provide a few new ba-
rometers that can help.

Hanauer is executive director 
of Policy Matters Ohio at 
policymattersohio.org, and 
Skinner is director of family 
economic security at Columbia 
University’s National Center 
for Children in Poverty.

Strong boosts can help children flourish

Rob Fischer

C uyahoga County Executive 
Armond Budish’s recent 
budget proposals aim to 

both balance the county’s books 
and seek strategic investment in 
our youngest citizens. The execu-
tive’s proposed new funding for 
universal pre-kindergarten and 
combatting infant mortality tar-
gets two distinct opportunities 
and challenges in our communi-
ty. In an idyllic situation where 
resources were not an issue, no 
one would question expending 
funds in these area. But why then 
should the county expand fund-
ing on these two fronts if funds 
are so limited? 

The executive has called for 
$10 million in new expenditures 
in high quality preschool educa-
tion for lower-income children. 
This would substantially expand 
the county’s commitment to pre-
school, which has been carried 
out through funding adminis-
tered by Invest in Children, the 
county’s Office of Early Child-
hood, since 2008. This is a smart 
investment for two reasons. 
First, the evidence base on high 
quality preschool demonstrates 
important effects for children as 
they grow and enter school. High 
quality preschool best positions 
our youngest children to enter 
school ready to learn and main-
tain their growth. Second, there 
is tremendous momentum on 
this issue in our region and in-
vesting now can take advantage 

of this. The work of Pre4Cle on 
raising the quality of programs 
in the city coupled with the 
state’s push for quality ratings of 
all programs makes the county 
landscape ripe for more invest-
ment. High quality preschool 
should not be an option only 
for the very poor and the well-
off and the proposed expansion 
continues to create opportunities 
for working families with modest 
incomes.

The executive has also includ-
ed $1.5 million in new funds to 
combat infant mortality. The loss 
of any life is devastating, and 
even more so when a child dies 
before the first birthday. For ev-
ery 1,000 live births in Cuyahoga 
County, nine children die before 
age 1; in Cleveland it is higher, 
13 children. The U.S. infant mor-
tality rate of 6.1 places us behind 
27 other developed countries, 
even more shocking when you 
consider our health care spend-
ing is dramatically higher than 
our peer nations. In a commu-
nity blessed with world-class 
health care systems, it is bitterly 
ironic that our infant mortality 
rate is so persistently high. We 
cannot ignore the extreme racial 
disparity either, with African-
American babies experiencing 
an infant mortality rate nearly 
three times that of white babies. 
The problem is complex and 
luckily we have established and 
effective organizations working 
on this issue on which to build. 
The city’s 25-year MomsFirst 

initiative and county programs 
through Help Me Grow pro-
vide in-home services to preg-
nant women and new mothers. 
The Cuyahoga County Board of 
Health’s post-birth home visit 
from RNs gets to parents in that 
influential period just after the 
baby’s birth. Such programs get 
vital services and supports to 
these families and their babies. 
The proposed new initiative will 
do well to take stock of what has 
been working already and oppor-
tunities to break down the silos 
that sometimes occur across hu-
man services, education and the 
medical community.

Investing in and protecting 
our youngest children could be 
simply seen as a moral impera-
tive, but it also happens to offer 
a good return on the public dol-
lars spent. The problem for our 
children is these returns pay off 
over decades, not neatly in the 
current budget cycle. It is up to 
our elected officials to take that 
longer view and bank on our 
community’s greatest asset, our 
children.  

Fischer is research professor at 
the Jack, Joseph and Morton 
Mandel School of Applied 
Social Sciences at Case Western 
Reserve University and co-
director of the Center on 
Urban Poverty & Community 
Development. He has conducted 
a range of evaluation 
studies of early childhood 
services in the county.

Budish makes smart investment in kids
Martina Pace

 

E arning a raise is a good 
thing, or is it? Children 
right here in Ohio are being 

punished because their parents re-
ceived a 10-cent per hour raise at 
work. Due to a legal technicality, 
the child care stability for many 
Ohioans is being threatened. A 
simple tweak in current subsi-
dized child care assistance would 
allow parents across Ohio to keep 
their children in a stable and nur-
turing child care environment. 

Even before children enter 
kindergarten, they are experienc-
ing things that will impact their 
academic and lifelong success. 
In the first 2,000 days of a child’s 
life, the vast majority of the brain 
develops. However, positive brain 
development is not a given. It oc-
curs through relationships, inter-
actions as well as in the context 
of their environment. According 
to Harvard University neurosci-
entist Jack Shonoff, “brains are 
built not born.” When we invest 
in our children’s early years, we 
create a platform to positively im-
pact not only their lives but the 
economic and social well being of 
our society.

Focus on the first 2,000 days of 
a child’s life has become a prior-
ity for many in Northeast Ohio. 
The energy surrounding the com-
mitment to 2,000 days sheds 
light on a larger issue: child care 
in Ohio. The real cost of child 
care is much, much higher than 
many might expect. Child care 

costs may demand 40 percent 
of a family’s income for a single 
parent with an infant and 33 per-
cent for a single parent with one 
preschooler. While financial as-
sistance is available through the 
state, the eligibility requirements 
are so restrictive that very few 
families actually qualify. In fact, 
47 states in the U.S. make it easier 
to receive child care assistance 
when compared to Ohio. 

However, even beyond the eli-
gibility requirement lies a deeper 
issue: Families who are receiving 
child care assistance lose eligibili-
ty too easily. One significant crack 
in the system is the six-month 
redetermination policy. Unlike 
many other public assistance 
programs that provide 12-month 
coverage, child care assistance 
eligibility is assessed every six 
months. If there is a change to 
the family’s income, whether it be 
a loss of a job or a slight increase 
in wages, families can lose their 
assistance halfway through the 
year. When parents lose eligibil-
ity midyear, their children can be 
abruptly ripped from their child 
care environments, undermining 
the investment that taxpayers 
have made into the child’s de-
velopment that year. If parents 
can reclaim their assistance the 
next year, the child will have to 
readapt.  

Instead, Stable Childcare All 
Year Long (SCAYL) Ohio pro-
poses that child care assistance, 
like many other social programs, 
be determined for a 12-month 

period, without reassessment. Of-
fering 12 months of stable child 
care offers long-term benefits to
children at such a pivotal time
in their lives. It creates a stable 
environment for children to learn 
and grow. Yearlong eligibility also 
encourages parents to seek better 
work options by ensuring that 
child care costs will not rise. 

As young parents and employ-
ees, SCAYL Ohio directors know
just how hard it is to make ends
meet. We want to make sure that 
no parent ever has to make the 
impossible decision between
sending a child to a safe and reli-
able child care and having the op-
portunity to look for a job or earn 
a raise. While increasing yearlong 
eligibility does not address all is-
sues concerning child care, this 
quick fix would be a step in filling 
a crack in our current system. 

The renewed focus on the first
2,000 days of a child’s life pro-
vides the research and backing to
show why child care should be a 
priority in our community. Invest-
ing in the future of our children 
is a must. As we look for ways to
help our children start off in the
right direction, it seems clear that
access to yearlong public child 
care is that step. Our dream is to
ensure that every family has ac-
cess to Stable Childcare. We have
a long way to go but we must start 
somewhere.

Pace is executive director 
of Stable Childcare All Year 
Long (SCAYL) Ohio.

Ensuring yearlong child care assistance

New online tools help policymakers
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