
Ohio has a pressing need for housing assistance. 
More than 400,000 Ohio households spend more 
than half their income on rent.  In 2015, an estimated 
33,546 experienced homelessness.

Established in 1991, when Ohio voters approved 
a constitutional amendment designating housing 
as a public purpose, the Ohio Housing Trust Fund 
supports a host of programs for affordable housing 
and homeless assistance. It has helped an estimated 
1.8 million Ohioans in the past 25 years. 
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The Housing Trust Fund

In recent years, funding – which mainly comes 
from a share of non-state fees levied by the 
County Recorder’s offices – has declined.  In the 
2004-05 fiscal year, $73 million was collected. 
In the 2015-2016 fiscal year, only $43.6 million 
was collected.  As a result, funding for affordable 
housing development and rehabilitation projects 
has dropped, and fewer homeless households are 
being served. 

RECOMMENDATIONS
A coalition of more than 300 nonprofits and 
companies  asked for an additional funding in the 
state budget to restore aid for affordable housing 
and homelessness in the state. As the coalition 
noted, decent, stable housing is important not just in 
itself, but in ensuring family health and children’s 
welfare and education. However, no increase for 
the fund was included in the executive budget. 
Legislators should increase investment in the Ohio 
Housing Trust Fund and reverse years of cuts.  
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Ohio Housing Trust Fund Allocations have declined

Source: Policy Matters Ohio, based on Coalition on Housing and Homelessness in Ohio (COHHIO)

Source: Policy Matters Ohio, based on Coalition on Housing and Homelessness in Ohio (COHHIO)

Fewer housing needs are being met
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