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i benefit most

from enterprise zones

But the program was sup

to create jobs

in economically depressed urban areas

Marg CASSELL

they were going to make anyway. Others argue .
that the cost to the schools (which are:funded
mostly by property taxes) is too high. Despite
these and other concerns, Chio’s

tools in the state. Data from the Ohio Depart-
ment of Development reveals that enterprise
zones exist in nearly every county, most cities
and most villages in Ohio.

~ Companies with active enterprise zone
agreements at the end of 2001 had been
exempted from paying taxes on close to $27
billion in real property, personal property and

inventory.
While much attention and research has fo-
cused on whether the program is effective in
few

from the program than wealthier areas. In-

terprise zones are more likely to go to higher-
income areas in Ohio. :
The study, “Zoned Out: Distribution and
Benefits in Ohio’s Enterprise Zone Program,”
T _

finds that the highest-income school districts
report five times-as much real property invest-
ment and twice as many new jobs, compared
to the lowest-income districts _hﬁemﬁ‘uﬁ.

wealthy commimities
like Orange, Solon and Hudson all have active
enterprise zone agreements, and some strug-
none. And it's the wealthy areas that tend to
land the most lucrative deals.

Just how skewed are the investments under
the program? .
A very low-income Ohio schoal district, with
an average household income of $21,910, will

zone-related real property invest-
ment for every 1,000 residents.
A district, with household

ple have feit that the flaws were acceptable if
the program reduced disparities between rich
in fact, more affluent areas reap more of the

reported benefits. _
In 2005, Ohio lawmakers are likely to con-
sider whether or not to renew the law author-
izing Ohio’s Enterprise Program. If they
-choose to renew the program without modifi-
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